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The Crystal Palace and Great Exhibition of 1851



Queen Victoria with Prince Albert, 1854 Sir Henry Cole (1809-1882)  Sir Joseph Paxton (1803-1865)



Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of all Nations or The Great Exhibition, London, 1851



Joseph Paxton (1803-1865)



‘Egyptian Court' North Transept of the Crystal Palace', from 
Matthew Digby Wyatt's 'Views of the Crystal Palace and Park'



Joseph Paxton, Regia House, Chatsworth, 1836





Victoria amazonica 4-5 feet in diameter



Joseph Paxton, The Great Stove, Chatsworth, 1836-40





Joseph Paxton, Crystal Palace, 
London, 1851/1853-54

Conceived by Prince Albert, the 
Great Exhibition was intended to 
showcase the “Works of the 
Industry of all Nations.”



Joseph Paxton's first 
sketch for the Great 
Exhibition Building, 
about 1850, pen and ink 
on blotting paper



Early calotype of the Hyde Park Crystal Palace 
Entrance by Richard Lucae (19th-century 
German architectural critic): 

“As in a Crystal there is no longer any true 
interior or exterior. The barrier erected 
between us and the landscape is almost 
ethereal. If we imagine that air can be poured 
like a liquid, then it has, here, achieved a solid 
form, after the removal of the mould into which 
it was poured. We find ourselves within a cut-
out segment of atmosphere. It is, in my 
opinion, extraordinarily difficult to arrive at a 
clear perception of the effect of form and scale 
in this incorporeal space.”



The Crystal Palace, Hyde Park, London, in 1851



Crystal Palace being 
reconstructed at 
Sydenham in 1853



Left: The Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park viewed 
from the South. The Great Exhibition of 1851

Right: Crystal Palace at Sydenham in 1854



Crystal Palace at Sydenham, 1853-1854



Martin Growald, Infomart, Dallas, 1985



Joseph Paxton, Crystal Palace, London, 1851, construction

• temporary
• simple
• as cheap as possible
• economical to build in less than a year before the already 
scheduled exhibition
• PREFABRICATION













Within the Crystal Palace some 100,000 objects were displayed – taking up ten miles of space – the work of 
15,000 contributors. Over half the display came from Britain and its empire, but other nations were invited to 
participate. In fact, the event was tactfully entitled “The Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry of All Nations”.

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/the-decline-and-fall-of-the-british-empire/









Machinery Hall



Augustus Welby Pugin, The Medieval Court at the Great Exhibition of 1851, London





Turkish No 2 stand



Right: Handicrafts from India – the so-called “jewel” in 
the imperial crown
Left: West Indian and colonies stand at the Great 
Exhibition



Crystal Palace burning 1936


